
   

 
 
 

 
NBST 510 
NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION 
 
CHAD THORNHILL, PHD 
CARTER BUILDING 170K 
TELEPHONE:  592-3897 
E-MAIL:  ACTHORNHILL@LIBERTY.EDU    
 
Please note that this syllabus may change at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

General introduction to the New Testament including the New Testament world, 
canonicity, textural criticism, inspiration, archaeological insights, and special 
introduction of the New Testament, including the synoptic problem. 

 
II. RATIONALE 

Believers in all walks of life need a basic familiarity with the New Testament as the 
foundation for Christian life and doctrine.  Those in leadership positions (e.g., pastors, 
associate pastors, and teachers) need especially to develop knowledge of the basic outline 
and background of the New Testament documents.  This course provides students with a 
basic framework for further studies in the New Testament.  An overview of the New 
Testament and its background also provides a solid foundation from which Christians 
may base their interactions with the world and other faiths.  This course is designed to 
provide this basic overview. 

 
III. PREREQUISITES 

None. 

 
IV. REQUIRED RESOURCE PURCHASE(S) 

Köstenberger, Andreas; Kellum, L. Scott; and Quarles, Charles L. The Cradle, the Cross, 
and the Crown:  An Introduction to the New Testament.  Nashville, TN:  
Broadman & Holman, 2009.  ISBN: 978-0-8054-4365-3. 

 
McKnight, Scot. The King Jesus Gospel: The Original Good News Revisited. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011. ISBN: 978-0-310-49298-6. 
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Disclaimer: The above resources provide information consistent with the latest research 
regarding the subject area. Liberty University does not necessarily endorse specific 
personal, religious, philosophical, or political positions found in these resources.  

 
V. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR LEARNING 

A. Computer  

B. Internet access (broadband recommended) 

C. Microsoft Word  
(Microsoft Office is available at a special discount to Liberty University students.) 

D. A study Bible, such as the NASB Study Bible or the NIV Study Bible is 
recommended but not required.  For suggestions for other study Bibles, please 
contact the instructor.   

 
VI. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

A. Identify significant aspects of the social/historical/religious settings of the first 
century world in which the New Testament was written. 

B. Recall the influence of specific people, groups, events, or ideologies on the study 
of first century Jewish thought and life.  

C. Analyze theories regarding the relationships between the New Testament Gospels.   

D. Discuss some critical issues related to an evangelical understanding of the New 
Testament.  

E. Identify the problems involved in the study of the New Testament. 

F. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the basic plot, literary styles, 
characterization, and themes of some of the books of the New Testament.   

 
VII. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 

A. Class Discussions (100 points) 
 

The student will be expected to participate in classroom discussion at various points 
in the course. Discussion participation will be assessed based upon the frequency 
and quality of the discussion. Students should come to class prepared by studying 
the assigned readings for each day (MLO’s D, E, and F). 
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B. Book Critique (150 points)   
 
Each student will be required to write a critical book critique of McKnight’s The 
King Jesus Gospel.  This critique should include a 1-2 summary of the book along 
with a 2-3 page critique of its strengths and weaknesses. The paper should be 3-5 
pages in length. The paper should be written in accordance with Turabian style 
(MLO’s D and E). 

C. Synoptic Problem Paper (150 points) 

The student will submit a brief defense of a single solution to the Synoptic 
Problem, specifying how the selected view accounts for the differences 
similarities and differences between the Synoptic accounts. This paper must be 5-
7 pages, include a minimum of 5 scholarly sources, and must follow current 
Turabian formatting (MLO’s C and E). 

D. Exams (2 at 200 points each) 
 
Two exams (Mid-Term and Final) will be offered in the course of study.  These 
exams will take the form of multiple choice, multiple answer, true/false, 
matching, and short answer questions.  No make-up exams will be permitted. 
(MLO’s A, B, D, E, F) 

E. New Testament Book Summary (200 points) 
 

The student will submit a summary of a selected book of the New Testament. 
Student’s must notify the professor of their selection and no book will be done by 
more than one student if possible. The summary must include a critical discussion 
of the book’s authorship, setting, and purpose, a description of the genre of the 
book, and a synthetic summary of its primary teachings and themes. The summary 
must be in the student’s own words. The paper should be 8-10 pages in length, 
include a minimum of 10 scholarly sources, and must follow current Turabian 
formatting (MLO’s A, D, E, F). 
 

VIII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

A. Points  

Class Discussions 100 
Book Critique 
Synoptic Problem Paper 

150 
150 

Mid-Term Exam 
New Testament Book Summary 

200 
200 

Final Exam  200 
   

Total  1000 
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B. Scale 

940-1000 A 

920-939 A- 

900-929 B+ 

860–899 B 

840–859 B- 

820–839 C+ 

780–819 C 

760–779  C- 

740–759 D+ 

700–739 D 

680–699 D- 

BELOW 679 F 

 
C. Assignment Policies 

Each assignment should be completed by the time of the class period on the day 
which it is assigned. All late work will be assessed a deduction of 5% of the 
assignment’s point value per day. Late work may not be penalized, at the 
instructor’s discretion, in the event of a military deployment, medical emergency, 
death in the family, or other extenuating circumstances. 

D. Attendance Policies 
The student is obliged to follow the attendance policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

E. Academic Misconduct Policies 

Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited. See the graduate catalog for specific 
definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting. 

F. Drop/Add Policies 
The student is obliged to follow the drop/add policies identified in the graduate 
catalog. 

G. Dress Code 

The student is expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in 
class. The code is described in the graduate catalog and may be amended with 
guidelines by the school of study. 

H. Classroom Policies  
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The use of cell phones will not be permitted. The use of computers is 
provisional. The student will only be allowed to use a computer if he/she is 
taking notes during class. Surfing of the web, social networking, or any other 
activity on a computer that distracts the student from the lecture (in the opinion 
of the professor) will result in the forfeiture of the privilege of the use of the 
computer in class. Should one student’s behavior result in the forfeiture of the 
use of a computer for that student, the entire class may lose the privilege of the 
use of computers. 

I. Disability Assistance 
Students with a documented disability may contact the Office of Disability 
Academic Support (ODAS) in Green Hall 2668 to make arrangements for 
academic accommodations.  For all disability testing accommodation requests 
(i.e. quieter environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the Testing Center 
(Green Hall 2700) is the officially designated place for all tests administered 
outside of the regular classroom. 

J. Student Conduct Policy 

The student is expected to conduct himself/herself in a Godly and civil manner 
when addressing the professor or other students. While good healthy discussion 
will be expected and encouraged, at no time will personal attacks be tolerated. 

 
IX. CALENDAR 
Semester: The following calendar is a general representation of the course material and is subject 
to date adjustment if necessary. 

Date Lesson Assignment (LO) Notes 

Wed, 1/15 Introduction to the Course; The Nature 
of Scripture (Kostenberger ch. 1)   

Fri, 1/17 
The Political and Religious 

Background of the New Testament 
(Kostenberger ch. 2) 

  

Wed, 1/22 
The Political and Religious 

Background of the New Testament 
(cont.) (Kostenberger ch. 2) 

  

Fri, 1/24 Jesus and the Gospels (Kostenberger 
ch. 3)   

Wed, 1/29 The Synoptic Problem (Kostenberger 
ch. 3)   

Fri, 1/31 The Gospel According to Matthew 
(Kostenberger ch. 4)   

Wed, 2/5 The Gospel According to Mark 
(Kostenberger ch. 5)   

Fri, 2/7 The Gospel According to Luke 
(Kostenberger ch. 6) Synoptic Problem Paper  

Wed, 2/12 The Gospel According to John 
(Kostenberger ch. 7)   

Fri, 2/14  Mid-Term Exam  
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Wed, 2/19 The Book of Acts (Kostenberger ch. 
8)   

Fri, 2/21 Paul: The Man and His Message 
(Kostenberger ch. 9)   

Wed, 2/26 The Letter to the Galatians 
(Kostenberger ch. 10)   

Fri, 2/28 The Letters to the Thessalonians 
(Kostenberger ch. 11) Book Critique  

Wed, 3/5 The Letters to the Corinthians 
(Kostenberger ch. 12)   

Fri, 3/7 The Letters to the Corinthians (cont.) 
(Kostenberger ch. 12)   

3/10 – 3/14 Spring Break   

Wed, 3/19 The Letter to the Romans 
(Kostenberger ch. 13)   

Fri, 3/21 The Letter to the Romans (cont.) 
(Kostenberger ch. 13)   

Wed, 3/26 The Prison Epistles (Kostenberger ch. 
14)   

Fri, 3/28 The Prison Epistles (cont.) 
(Kostenberger ch. 14)   

Wed, 4/2 The Pastoral Epistles (Kostenberger 
ch. 15)   

Fri, 4/4 The Letter to the Hebrews 
(Kostenberger ch. 16)   

Wed, 4/9 Assessment Day   

Fri, 4/11 The Letter of James (Kostenberger ch. 
17)   

Wed, 4/16 The Petrine Epistles (Kostenberger ch. 
18)   

Fri, 4/18 The Johannine Epistles (Kostenberger 
ch. 19) 

New Testament Book 
Summary  

Wed, 4/23 The Book of Revelation 
(Kostenberger ch. 20)   

Fri, 4/25 

The Book of Revelation (cont.) 
(Kostenberger ch. 20); Unity and 
Diversity in the New Testament 

(Kostenberger ch. 21) 

  

TBD  Final Exam  
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X. BIBLIOGRAPHY  

 
PLEASE NOTE THE EXCELLENT SOURCES LISTED AT 
HTTP://WWW.DENVERSEMINARY.EDU/ARTICLE/NEW-TESTAMENT-EXEGESIS-
BIBLIOGRAPHY-2012/ 


