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Please note that this syllabus may change at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

A study of the principles for accurate interpretation and appropriate application and 
delivery of Scripture in its various settings or genre.  Problems created by various literary 
forms, cultural differences, and theological issues will be considered. Preaching will be 
engaged with personal examination, employment of forms in light of literary, cultural and 
theological issues. 

 
II. RATIONALE 

Believers in all walks of life need the ability to interpret God’s Word correctly.  Pastors, 
teachers, and other leaders need these abilities to develop expository sermons and 
lessons.  Every believer could benefit from the ability to integrate biblical truths with the 
principles and theories of others.  Every believer needs hermeneutical skills to identify 
and defend against errors in doctrine and to grow in Christian faith.  Believers also need 
to recognize that there may be more than one plausible interpretation of a biblical passage 
and be willing to show respect when others interpret Scripture differently than they do.  
As a result, we must “hold our theories tentatively” so that we are willing to change our 
opinions when new biblical data would warrant doing so.   

 
III. PREREQUISITES 

None.  

It is the student’s responsibility to make up any prerequisite deficiencies which would 
complete successful completion of this course. 
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IV. MATERIALS LIST 

Required Texts: 
Akin, Daniel L., Bill Curtis, and Stephen Rummage. Engaging Exposition. Nashville: 
  B&H Academic, 2011. 
 ISBN: 978-0805446685 

Sidney Greidanus, The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text:  Interpreting and 
Preaching Biblical Literature, Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988.                    
ISBN 978-0-8028-0360-1 

Graeme Goldsworthy. Christ-Centered Biblical Theology: Hermeneutical Foundations and 
Principles. Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2012.                
ISBN: 978-0830839698 

_____. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture:  The Application of Biblical 
Theology to Expository Preaching, Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans, 2000.  ISBN 
978-0-8028-4730-7 

Gordon Fee. New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors 3rd edition. 
Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2002.           
ISBN: 978-0664223168 

Dennis Johnson. Him We Proclaim. Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2007.  
 ISBN: 978-1-59638-054-7 

Andreas Kostenberger and Richard Patterson. Invitation to Biblical Interpretation: 
Exploring the Hermeneutical Triad of History, Literature and Theology. Grand 
Rapids: Kregel Academic and Professional, 2011.          
ISBN: 978-0825430473 

Grant Osborne. The Hermeneutical Spiral rev and expanded.  Downers Grove: IVP 
Academic. 2006. ISBN-13: 978-0830828265 

Haddon W. Robinson. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository 
Messages, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2001.  ISBN 978-8010-2262-3 

Andy Stanley and Lane Jones. Communicating for a Change, Colorado Springs, CO:  
Multnomah, 2006.  ISBN 978-1-59052-514-2 

Henry A. Virkler and Karelynne Ayayo. Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of 
Biblical Interpretation, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2007.  ISBN 978-0-
8010-3138-0 

 

Recommended Materials: 

A Study Bible and other exegetical tools (see the bibliographies in your texts—instructor 
will discuss others in class as well).  A study Bible, such as the NIV Study Bible or the 



HOMI 810 – Preaching the Grand Story of the Bible: Biblical Hermeneutics and Exposition 

  Page 3 of 8 

NASB Study Bible is recommended but not required.  Students may substitute other Study 
Bibles that they already own as well.   

Internet access and Microsoft Word or equivalent programs  

Access to some exegetical tools—Access to expository commentaries and some of the 
lexical tools discussed in the textbooks will greatly enhance your ability to complete the 
course successfully.  If you do not own these tools yourself, plan to spend time working on 
the exegetical paper at a place where you will have access to such tools (a seminary or 
Christian college library, etc.).  If your budget allows, you may wish to purchase some of 
these tools (some are listed in the bibliographies of your textbooks).  Trying to learn to 
interpret God’s Word accurately without the appropriate tools is analogous to trying to 
learn carpentry or any other skill without the proper tools. 

 
 

V. MEASURABLE LEARNING OUTCOMES  
(LBTS PLOs, 2, 3, 6)  

The student will be able to: 

A. Recognize the basic principles involved in validly interpreting a text. 

B. Apply those principles to a passage from God’s Word in order to explain its meaning. 

C. Appraise the relative merits of alternative approaches/interpretations of a given 
passage. 

D. Define some of the major hermeneutical problems confronting the study of various 
books of the Bible and offer potential solutions to these problems. 

 
VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 

A. Pre-course Reading (100 points):  Before the first day of class read each of the 
eleven textbooks listed above so as to be familiar with their contents for 
discussion in class and for writing book reviews as required. Each student will be 
required to make a statement, on their honor, as to the percentage completed of 
the reading prior to class. 
 

B. Attendance (100 points):  Since this class is a week-long intensive, your 
participation in this class is indispensable.  Attendance will be taken daily, and a 
student runs the risk of seriously affecting his or her final grade with absences.  
Missing any session of this class will result in a 10 point deduction from the final 
grade for this course.  Since this is an intensive, you must make plans to attend 
every meeting.  An absence may be excused if a student can properly document 
the reason for the absence, and if that reason includes one of the following:  
participation in an authorized Liberty University event or ministry, an illness, a 
family or other emergency, or any other event discussed in advance with and 
approved by the instructor.  Such documentation should be given to the instructor 
in advance of the absence if possible.  An absence will be considered unexcused if 
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the student fails to present proper documentation.  Tardy students should report to 
the instructor at the end of class to remove the absence from the attendance 
records. 

 
C. Book Review (100 points):  Write a 4-7 page review of Goldworthy’s Christ-

Centered Biblical Theology.  This paper is due one week BEFORE the first class 
date. This critique should include a summary and analysis of the book and should 
be between 4 to 7 pages long.  The paper should be double-spaced, use a 10 or 12 
point Times New Roman font, and contain one inch margins.  The book review 
will account for 100 points toward your final grade.  Papers submitted after the 
stated due date will receive a penalty consisting of a loss of 5 points per day.  
(MLOs A, C, D) 

 
D. Book Review (200 points):  Write a 7-12 page review/comparison of Stanley’s 

Communicating for a Change and Robinson’s Biblical Preaching.  The goal of 
this paper is to critique both books while comparing their respective approaches to 
crafting a sermon.  Students should indicate what are the strengths and 
weaknesses of each approach as well as explaining which approach they favor the 
most and why.   This paper is due one week BEFORE the first class date (August 
13).  The paper should be double-spaced, use a 10 or 12 point Time New Roman 
font, and contain one inch margins.  The book review will account for 200 points 
toward your final grade.  Papers submitted after the stated due date will receive a 
penalty consisting of a loss of 10 points per day.  (MLOs A, C, D) 

 
E. Book Review (100 points):  Write a 4-7 page review of Johnson’s Him We 

Proclaim.  This paper is due one week BEFORE the first class date (August 13).  
This critique should include a summary and analysis of the book and should be 
between 4 to 7 pages long.  The paper should be double-spaced, use a 10 or 12 
point Times New Roman font, and contain one inch margins.  The book review 
will account for 100 points towards your final grade.  Papers submitted after the 
stated due date will receive a penalty consisting of a loss of 5 points per day.  
(MLOs A, C, D) 

 
F. Exegetical Paper (250 points):  The student is required to write an exegetical 

paper (not less than 12 and not more than 25 double spaced pages) on a passage 
chosen by the student from a list of approved Scripture.  Approved passages will 
be provided in advance by the professor.  The paper is to written per the 
guidelines found in New Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and 
Pastors.   This research paper must be at least 12 pages but not over 25 double-
spaced pages (including footnotes but not counting the bibliography, title page, or 
table of contents).  Please use 10 or 12 point Times New Roman font.  Papers 
submitted after the stated due date will receive a penalty consisting of a loss of 15 
points per day.  Due date for this paper will be TBA.  (MLOs A, B, C, D) 

 
G. Sermon Manuscript (250 points):  The student will write an expository sermon 

based on the passage used for the exegetical paper. The student should try to 
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create in written form an exact replica of what would be presented orally in 
approximately 20 to 30 minutes (about 10-15 pages of double spaced content).  
Style guidelines will be provided and detailed instructions for the paper will be 
given in class and posted on Blackboard.  Papers submitted after the stated due 
date will receive a penalty consisting of a loss of 15 points per day.  Due date for 
this paper will be TBA.  (MLO B) 

 
VII. COURSE GRADING AND POLICIES 

 

A. Points  

Goldsworthy Review 100 pts 
Johnson  Review 100 pts 
Stanley/Robinson Review 100 pts 
Attendance 
Reading requirement 

100 pts 
100 pts 

Exegetical Paper  250 pts 
Sermon Manuscript  250 pts 

Total  1,000 pts 
 

B. Scale: 
 

  
940-1000 A 
920-939 A- 
900-919 B+ 
860-899 B 
840-859 B- 
820-839 C+ 
780-819 C 
760-779 C- 
740-759 D+ 
700-739 D 
680-699 D- 
BELOW 679 F 

 

VIII. POLICIES 
 

A. ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
 

Your participation in this class is indispensable.  Since this is an intensive based seminar, 
students will be expected to attend every class meeting.  Failure to attend every day could 
result in failure for the class.  See Course Requirements for more information. 
B. OTHER POLICIES  

1. Academic Misconduct 
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Academic misconduct is strictly prohibited.  See The Graduate Catalog for 
specific definitions, penalties, and processes for reporting.  9.  

 
2. Academic Integrity:  Students are referred to the seminary web site and to 

the Liberty Way web site for policies regarding academic honesty and 
integrity. Students should not recycle papers from other classes without 
obtaining explicit permission from the instructor.  Plagiarism will not be 
tolerated.  The penalty for plagiarism is a failing grade on the assignment 
and an F for the class.  Plagiarism in this class is the presentation of 
another person’s works or ideas as your own, whether you mean to or not.   
Copying or paraphrasing passages from another’s work without 
acknowledging that you’ve done so is plagiarism.  Copying another 
person’s work without proper attestation or citations is plagiarism.  
Quoting a source without quotation marks (even if you give a citation) is 
plagiarism.  Simply put, plagiarism will cost you because you will fail this 
class.  Your papers and other assignments may be submitted to SafeAssign 
or a related source to check for plagiarism. 

 
3. Disability Statement 

 
Online students with a documented disability may contact the DLP Office 
of Disability Academic Support (ODAS) at dlpodas@liberty.edu to make 
arrangements for academic accommodations.  Residential students with a 
documented disability may contact the Office of Disability Academic 
Support (ODAS) in Green Hall 2668 to make arrangements for academic 
accommodations.  For all disability testing accommodation requests (i.e. 
quieter environment, extended time, oral testing, etc.) the Testing Center 
(Green Hall 2700) is the officially designated place for all tests 
administered outside of the regular classroom. 
 

4. Drop/Add Policy 
 
Consult the Graduate Catalog for drop/add policies. 

 
5. Dress Code (applies to classes meeting on campus) 

 
Students are expected to maintain a neat, professional appearance while in 
class.   

 
6. Classroom Policies (applies to classes meeting on campus) 

 
Classroom policies will be established and enforced by the individual 
instructor.  Please turn your cell phones off or to vibrate while in class.   
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IX. CALENDAR 
 
TO BE DETERMINED. CLASS STARTS AT 9:00 EVERY MORNING (MONDAY THROUGH 
FRIDAY) AND RUNS UNTIL THE INSTRUCTOR IS WORN OUT!  PERIODIC BREAKS WILL BE 
TAKEN DURING THE DAY AS WELL.  
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