Courses of Instruction

Education
EDUC 500  Advanced Educational Psychology
    3 hours

  An overview of the contributions of psychology to the teaching-learning process. Topics include learning theory, individual differences, motivation, human development, exceptionality, teaching methodology, measurement and evaluation.
EDUC 501 
Advanced Child Development
    3 hours


An examination of physical, cognitive, spiritual and social/emotional development, and guidance of a young child.

EDUC 504  Historical and Philosophical Foundations of Education
                                                            3 hours
  A comprehensive survey of the historical and philosophical development of education. Emphasis is placed upon analysis of religious and public educational trends in the past and present. The candidates will be required to formulate a personal, Christian world view philosophy. 

EDUC 506 
Tests and Measurements                   3 hours


Focuses on the development of the ability to evaluate and interpret standardized tests, and to construct, evaluate and interpret the results of teacher-made tests.

EDUC 507 
Educational Statistics                        3 hours


Prerequisite: EDUC 506 or equivalent course in tests and measurements

An examination of descriptive statistics and basic inferential statistical techniques. Also, hypothesis testing, confidence intervals and correlation techniques will be studied.

EDUC 518 
Understanding Educational Research and Assessment                                                     
   3 hours

  Overview of the nature of research on human development, learning, and pedagogical knowledge and skills. Topics include current trends and issues in education, skills in data collection and assessment, and application of research in the school setting.
EDUC 521 
Foundations of Exceptionality         3 hours
Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

   A comprehensive course dealing with the characteristics of children and youth with disabilities and topics related to models of service delivery, documentation procedures, and legal/ethical issues. Recommended as the first special education course.

EDUC 524 
Collaborating for Successful Inclusive Classrooms                                                               3 hours               

Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

This course will prepare special educators for collaborating with general educators for determining strategies that promote the social and academic integration of children with disabilities into the general classroom. Topics will include differentiated instruction, response to intervention, peer collaboration, team collaboration, student specific planning, and curricular adaptations. Field experience required. 
EDUC 525  Collaborating for Successful Transitions 
                                                              3 hours   

   Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent


This course prepares special educators to work with families to provide successful student transitions throughout the educational experience to include postsecondary training, employment, and independent living that addresses an understanding of long-term planning, career development, life skills, community experiences and resources, self-advocacy, and self-determination, guardianship and legal considerations. Field experience required.
EDUC 526 
Principles and Practices in Gifted Education                      
3 hours

Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

Candidates will explore the characteristics of gifted students as well as the emotional, academic, and social needs of gifted learners, with emphasis on those from special populations. Theories and strategies for differentiating curriculum designed for gifted students in heterogeneous and homogeneous groups will be analyzed.

EDUC 530 
Teaching Mathematics                      3 hours


Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

An in depth study of the theory and processes of teaching mathematics to students in preschool through eighth grade, the course includes the instructional process in the area of numeration, operations and computations, geometry and logic. Candidates will participate in hands-on, modeled instruction, will construct and demonstrate models and teaching tools, and will complete a research project.

EDUC 531 
Teaching the Natural and Social Sciences    


                                           3 hours                                                               

 Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

Using a thematic approach, the integration of sciences with other areas of the curriculum is the focus of this course. Candidates will participate in hands-on demonstration in the areas of biological and physical science, chemistry, geography, political science, and history. Candidates will generate and implement a thematic teaching unit which includes instructional activity in each of eight subject areas.

EDUC 532 Language Acquisition and Instruction 3 hours


A study of the major perspectives on the acquisition of oral and written language, including language differences and difficulties; methods of evaluating oral and written language performance; and strategies for improving the quality and quantity of oral and written language in classroom settings. Field experience required.
EDUC 535  Secondary Instructional Procedures    2 hours
   Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

A course in secondary methodology focusing on competencies associated with individualizing instruction, grouping students for cognitive subject-matter learning, and preparing advanced organizers for cognitive instruction. An emphasis will be placed on transferring theory into practice through selection and use of materials appropriate for the secondary classroom. Must be taken concurrently with EDUC 536.

EDUC 536 
Secondary Instructional Procedures Practicum
    
     1 hour

   Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent; EDUC 535

Micro-teaching will be used as a means of providing an opportunity for students to model and role play appropriate teaching methods and activities in the secondary school. Candidates will be required to observe in secondary classrooms, prepare a lesson, teach the lesson, and evaluate the experience. 

EDUC 554   Reading and Language Acquisition   3 hours

   Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

A study of foundations of reading and language acquisition principles, techniques, and materials for developmental reading programs. Field experience required.
EDUC 556
Teaching Content Area Reading      3 hours


Prerequisite: EDUC 500 or equivalent

Develops instructional competencies necessary for teaching reading and study skills essential in learning the concepts of content subjects. Applicable to teaching in grades 4-12.

EDUC 571
Curriculum Fundamentals               3 hours
   Prerequisite:  To be taken the semester directly before         student teaching or during student teaching

An introduction to basic concepts and issues related to curriculum design, development, change and evaluation.

EDUC 590
Student Teaching I                            3 hours


Prerequisite: Completion of all program course work.

Co-teaching with a responsible classroom teacher in an accredited K-12 institution and participation in professional activities. Applies what has been learned to the actual process of teaching and guiding K-12 students. Offers practice in all phases of teacher responsibility. Lab fee.

EDUC 591 
Student Teaching II                          3 hours


Prerequisite: Completion of all program coursework and employment as a full-time K-12 teacher 

Teaching in an accredited K-12 institution and participation in related professional activities. Applies what has been learned to the actual process of the classroom for which the candidate has been employed. Lab fee.
EDUC 603 
Comparative Education                    3 hours


A study of selected national systems of education in their differing cultural settings, with particular reference to administration, curriculum development and educational opportunity.
EDUC 604     Foundations of Education                 3 hours
  EDUC 604 is a comprehensive survey of the historical development of education.  Emphasis is placed on American education and the emergence of the Christian School Movement.
EDUC 618 
Technological Applications in Educational Research
   
    3 hours

   Prerequisite: EDUC 518 or equivalent

Principles and techniques of the utilization of technology as a tool in qualitative and quantitative educational research.

EDUC 620 
Organization and Design of Gifted Education Programs
    3 hours

   Candidates will examine model programs for gifted students that include organizational strategies for heterogeneous and homogeneous groupings. The study will include programs that are field specific, integrated content, and extracurricular models. Strategies for securing funding for gifted programs will be explored.

EDUC 622 
Educational Assessment and Intervention 

3 hours

   A study of the techniques and procedures of educational identification and intervention strategies, collaboration, and referral. Field experience required.

EDUC 623 Principles of Behavior Management 


                                                            3 hours

  An examination of the principles of behavior management as applied to children and youth in the classroom setting. Positive approaches for dealing with behavior problems are emphasized. Contemporary research in the area is analyzed and discussed.

EDUC 627 
Reading and Research in Gifted Education
   
                                                            3 hours

   Candidates will explore the contemporary issues and research in gifted education including the systematic gathering, analyzing, and reporting of formative and summative data and current issues on a local, state, and national level.

EDUC 640 
School Administration                      3 hours


An examination of the administration roles in the design, implementation and improvement of the total educational program in private and public schools. Specific areas of study include curriculum and instruction, pupil and staff personnel, student activities, school organization and management.

EDUC 641
Supervision of Instruction
    3 hours


Methods, theories and research applying to supervision at all levels of education: analyses made concerning the work of curriculum directors, general supervisors, special supervisors, supervising principals department heads; study of supervisory methods, current plans for staff utilization and use of instructional materials; and stress on evaluation of educational programs and the effects of supervision.

EDUC 646
School-Community Relations           3 hours


Prerequisite: 6 hours in the core area of the program

Concepts and specific techniques in school-community relations involving the development and maintenance of purposeful programs of communication and collaboration between school personnel and the community. Includes appropriate field projects relating theory to practice.

EDUC 645 Foundations for Educational Leaders 
    3 hours                            
   A study in the philosophy, precepts, and principles of education applied to Christian leadership in the educational setting. Emphasis is placed on self-investigation and analysis of leadership skills, strengths, and styles.
EDUC 647
School Law                                        3 hours


Prerequisite: 6 hours in the core area of the program 


An examination of the legal aspects of education affecting administrators, teachers, students, parents and board members; various forms of liability; separation of church and state.

EDUC 648  School Finance and Management       3 hours


Prerequisite: Six hours in the core area of the program

Basic methods of school finance and business management and principles of plant, finance, budgeting and accounting will be discussed. Federal and State regulations and grants will be studied.

EDUC 650 
The Specialist and the School Program        3 hours

Prerequisite: To be taken the semester directly before or during internship.

An investigation of research-based intervention for school programs. The role of the specialist in relationship to the total school program is also examined. Field experience required.
EDUC 652 Current Issues in School Programs      3 hours
Prerequisite: To be taken the semester directly before or during internship. 

An examination of current standards and exploration of controversies related to school programs (such as reading, math, and gifted specialists).
EDUC 655
Organization and Administration of Pre-Schools                                                                      3 hours

   Philosophy, objectives and methods for organizing and operating a kindergarten, nursery school, day-care center and play group for children below six years of age. Also includes the planning of pre-school facilities and the selection of equipment and personnel

EDUC 660 
Organization and  Administration of Guidance Programs                                                  3 hours

   The planning and initiation of guidance programs with emphasis upon counselor’s duties, organizational structure, goals and purposes and evaluation. Some attention will also be given to budgets, legal cases, ethical problems and physical facilities. Field experience required.

EDUC 661 
Consultation, Coordination, and Referral                                                                                         3 hours
   Attention is given to the role of the School Counselor as it relates to working with parents/guardians, teachers, administration, and community agencies. Principles, methods, and models of consultation and referrals are considered. Field experience required.

EDUC 670  Curriculum and Methods for Early

Childhood                                                                  3 hours

   The course is designed to show current trends in curriculum organization, the effects of environment on learning and adapting curriculum content and methods to maturity level of the young child. Emphasis will be placed on designing individual educational programs for all children.

EDUC 671 
Curriculum Evaluation                     3 hours


A study of the curriculum evaluation process focusing on the beliefs and practices of curriculum evaluation, the relationship between evaluation and curriculum improvement, and the relationship between theory and practice of curriculum evaluation.

EDUC 672 Curriculum Development (Elementary/Secondary)                                           3 hours

   A study of the construction, organization and function of the curriculum. Special attention is given to objectives, sequence, major problems and recent developments in each school program area.

EDUC 673 
Curriculum and Methods for the Middle School               
3 hours


A review of the history of education as it affects the development of the middle school. Emphasis on characteristics of preadolescents, personalizing curriculum for the middle school student, and strategies for motivating middle grades education and curriculum improvement planning to involve teachers and community.

EDUC 690 
Master’s Thesis  
    3 hours

   Prerequisite: EDUC 508 or permission of the instructor

Research project completed on an educational topic related to the concentration in the master’s degree. Credit is not awarded until the thesis has been accepted.

EDUC 695 
Directed Research
     1 to 6 hours


Offers opportunity and challenge of self-directive, independent study; that is, it develops the individual’s ability as an independent student and enables the student to pursue needed study or to pursue a particular interest (thesis or project). May be repeated for credit to a maximum of 6 hours.

EDUC 697
Seminar in Education                1 to 6 hours


Topics of special interest not included in the regular department offerings, may be taken more than once, but no topic may be repeated. 

EDUC 698
Directed Practicum
     1 to 6 hours


Prerequisites: Completed application and approval of Department Chair


A planned program of practice in an educational setting under the direct supervision of University faculty and/or appropriate school administrator. May be repeated to a maximum of six hours.

EDUC 699
Internship                                   1 to 6 hours


Prerequisites: Proposal submitted one semester in advance and approved by the Chair of the Graduate Program

Requires completion of the projects and minimum number of hours as specified in proposal. May be repeated to a maximum of six hours.

Note: 700 level courses are only for students in the Ed.S. and Ed.D. programs.  800 and 900 level courses are only for students in the Ed.D. program.
EDUC701  Theory and Research in Educational  Psychology                   

                3 hours
   Theories and research in educational psychology will be examined, including recent theories and research about classroom management, learning, motivation, diversity, exceptionalities, assessment, and teaching.  Discussion, analysis of cases, examination of personal experiences in schools, cooperative projects, and other activities will also be included.

EDUC 703    Theories of Historical and Social Foundations of Education             
    
    3 hours
   Advanced study covering the historical and philosophical principles and theories that have shaped education on a global basis.
EDUC 712     Advanced Educational Statistics       3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 518 or an equivalent course in educational research

  This course involves an examination of descriptive statistics and basic inferential statistical techniques.  Hypothesis testing, confidence intervals, analysis of variance, correlation techniques and nonparametric statistical methods will be discussed.  
EDUC 715   Quantitative Methods of Research      3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 712

  This course is designed for those planning to write a dissertation. An examination of quantitative designs for educational research topics will be considered.  These are:  Developing a research problem, Reviewing the Literature, The Hypothesis, Descriptive Statistics, Sampling and Inferential Statistics, Tools of Research, Validity and Reliability, Experimental Research Designs, Ex Post Facto Research, Correlational Research, Survey Research, Guidelines for Writing a Quantitative Research Proposal, and Interpreting and Reporting Results of Quantitative Research.
EDUC 717     Qualitative Methods of Research      3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 712
  This course examines qualitative methods used in educational research, focusing primarily on participant-observation, asking questions, writing field notes, and on the transformation of these primary field data into written ethnographic documents.
EDUC 718     Quantitative and Qualitative Methods of Research           


   
   3 hours
   Prerequisite: EDUC 608 or equivalent
   Designed for those planning to complete a dissertation. An examination of both quantitative and qualitative designs for research to assist the student in preparing a research proposal for discussion and critique in class. Each candidate will submit a formal written proposal.

EDUC 719    Professional Writing and Research  

                                                                                    3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 715, 717

  Overview of writing and organizational skills necessary for completion of a dissertation and submission of articles for publication.  Includes components of research design. 
EDUC 721     Researching Issues and Trends in Exceptionality     



    3 hours
   A research oriented course that focuses on issues and trends that face the discipline of special education.  The course utilizes research to analyze and examine through written discussions controversial issues in various areas of exceptionalities.
EDUC 730     Technology Practices for Instructional Improvement 



    3 hours
  A study of technology practices as they impact the effectiveness of the education process and support educational activities including administration, instruction, service to students and parents, and support activities.
EDUC 735     Issues and Trends in Teaching and Learning                                                                    3 hours
   An overview of the current issues and trends in the field of education, specifically targeting the area of teaching and learning.
EDUC 740     Leadership Principles and Ethics     3 hours
  Candidates are engaged in an analysis of appropriate practices and principles related to leadership by exploring ethical issues and developing a biblical foundation for leadership practices.
EDUC 741   Theories of Educational Leadership   3 hours
   A study of leadership styles and the resulting influence upon school personnel, community, and instructional innovation and curricular change within the system. Required residential course.
EDUC 742  Educational Leadership and Public Relations                                                         

                                                                                   3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 741
  An investigation into the issues and practices of developing communication and relationships to enhance support for educational activities within and outside the school.

EDUC 745     Systems Analysis                                3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 741

  Explores the interaction of various organizational structures. Provides an introduction to the processes of communication power, interpersonal perception, inter-group relations, decision-making, and leadership.

EDUC 746     Conflict Resolution                            3 hours
  The effective means of solving conflicts are explored through conceptualizing and practicing interpersonal leadership skills, testing assumptions about other people, taking other people into account by listening and testing the meaning of what they have said.
EDUC 747     Advanced School Law                        3 hours
  An in-depth study into educational law and how social and cultural changes are directing how our courts act and react.  A new global mind-set present in our high courts has and will continue to re-direct how our courts view many judicial rulings and from those considerations a new set of legal precedents will emerge impacting how our educational systems are viewed by those courts.
EDUC 758     Teaching the College Student           3 hours

  A study of the nature of the college student from a sociological, cultural, and psychological perspective. Opportunity will be given to analyze, synthesize, and discuss ways to bring about maximum impact, growth and satisfaction.
EDUC 771     Curriculum Theory                            3 hours

  Addresses the theoretical constructs of the K-12 curriculum as related to the nature and function of curriculum, the curriculum development process, and curriculum evaluation procedures.
EDUC 840     Issues and Trends in Educational Leadership                                    

    3 hours
   A study of the current issues and trends related to the field of education leadership. Emphasis will be placed on research and analysis of practices related to effectiveness.
EDUC 845     Policy Analysis                                   3 hours

  Prerequisite: Candidacy status

  A study of the contemporary educational policy issues. Candidates will be required to assess and evaluate current education policies and implications for education effectiveness.
EDUC 848 Culture and Educational Leadership    3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 715, 717  This course deals with the complexities of multicultural issues in school systems by exploring the history, philosophy, and goals of multicultural education.  Emphasis is given to the role of educational leaders in evaluating cultural issues in the context of a Biblical worldview and developing practices that maximize the opportunities of cultural diversity.

EDUC 849 College and University Administration 3 hours
   Prerequisite: EDUC 715, 717

  A study of the administrative and organizational aspects of colleges and universities with emphasis on principle organizational components, and contemporary leadership issues.
EDUC 871 Investigations in Curriculum Change  3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 771 or equivalent

  Review and evaluation of theories, models, and strategies for change; recognition and use of this knowledge as a practical guide to problem solving.

EDUC 872 Readings and Research in Curriculum
    3 hours
   Prerequisite: EDUC 771 or equivalent

   Designed for candidates in advanced study with a research orientation. Content and emphasis will vary according to student needs and current issues.
EDUC 895     Advanced Directed Research             3 hours

  Prerequisite: 12 hours of 600-800 level education courses and approval of instructor 

  Offers opportunity and challenge for advanced independent research to develop the individual’s ability as an independent student and enable the student to pursue needed study or to pursue a particular interest (thesis or project). May be repeated for credit to a maximum of 6 hours.
EDUC 897  Advanced Seminar in Education  1 to 6 hours

   Prerequisite: 12 hours of 600-800 level education courses and approval of instructor.

A study of selected topics relevant to current issues in education.

EDUC 970     Comprehensive Exam                  *No Credit
  A comprehensive examination must be taken no earlier than completion of the course requirements for the program of study. The comprehensive examinations must be successfully completed prior to submission to the dissertation proposal.

EDUC 980     Dissertation Seminar                      0-3 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 719

  Required of all candidates for the Doctor of Education degree. Following successful completion of the comprehensive exam, all candidates for the Doctor of Education degree must register for the dissertation seminar each semester, including summer, until successful defense of the dissertation. 

EDUC 990     Dissertation                                       6 hours
  Prerequisite: EDUC 970, 980 

  Required of all candidates for the Doctor of Education degree. Research is completed on an educational topic related to the concentration in the Ed.D. degree. Credit is awarded when the dissertation has been accepted.

