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Ask Thoughtful Questions

Predictive questions [based on context and experience]
· What is this story going to be about?

· What do we already know about……………..?

· What are we going to be reading to find out?

Interactive questions [based on context and experience]
· What do we know so far?

· What questions are still unanswered?

· What’s the problem here?

· What’s happening in this story?

· What is going to happen next?

· How is he going to solve his problem?

· How do you know?  What makes you think that will happen?

· What’s another possibility?  Who has a different idea?  What else might happen?

· Based on what has happened so far, what might happen?

Examples of QAR [Question-Answer-Relationships: literal and inferential levels]
Failing to remember things is a problem that plagues most of us.  We forget to perform routine tasks like stopping at a grocery store on the way home or picking up the dry cleaning.  Worse still, we may forget important information such as a new student’s name.  Fortunately, there are some reasonable solutions to our forgetfulness.

1. What is a problem that plagues most of us?

2. What audience is being addressed?

Twas brillig, and the slithy toves

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;

All mimsy were the borogroves,

And the mome raths outgrabe.     [Jabberwocky, by Lewis Carroll]
1. What were the toves doing?

2. Where were they doing it?

When his dinner finally arrived, Tony ate hurriedly and left a very small tip.

1. Where does this story occur?  

2. Was Tony in a good mood? 

CHARACTER COUNTS!  Six Pillars of Character 
www.charactercounts.org
· Trustworthiness
· Respect
· Responsibility
· Fairness
· Caring
· Citizenship
Effective character-development initiatives are:
· Purposeful: Articulate clear and explicit objectives to influence values and behavior
· Pervasive: Six Pillars should permeate all aspects of the culture
· Repetitive: Meaning and importance of good character frequently and conspicuously repeated.
· Consistent: Attitudes, words and actions must be consistent regardless of cost or convenience.
· Creative: Must go beyond moralizing.  Employ a variety of direct and indirect teaching strategies
· Concrete: Values should be expressed explicitly in context of realistic and relevant situations.
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The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman, illustrated by Dave McKean, and published by HarperCollins Children's Books.  A delicious mix of murder, fantasy, humor and human longing, the tale of Nobody Owens is told in magical, haunting prose. A child marked for death by an ancient league of assassins escapes into an abandoned graveyard, where he is reared and protected by its spirit denizens.

2009 Honor Books

The Underneath by Kathi Appelt, illustrated by David Small (Atheneum Books for Young Readers).  Underneath the canopy of the loblolly pines, amid the pulsating sounds of the swamp, there lies a tale. Intertwining stories of an embittered man, a loyal hound, an abandoned cat and a vengeful lamia sing of love, loss, loneliness and hope. 
The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba's Struggle for Freedom by Margarita Engle (Henry Holt & Company).  The Surrender Tree utilizes compelling free verse in alternating voices to lyrically tell the story of Cuba's three wars for independence from Spain. Combining real-life characters (such as legendary healer Rosa La Bayamesa) with imagined individuals, Engle focuses on Rosa's struggle to save everyone--black, white, Cuban, Spanish, friend or enemy.

Savvy by Ingrid Law (Dial Books for Young Readers).  This rich first-person narrative draws readers into a wild bus ride, winding through the countryside on a journey of self-discovery for Mibs Beaumont and her companions. Newcomer Law weaves a magical tall tale, using vivid language and lively personalities, all bouncing  their way to a warm, satisfying conclusion.

After Tupac & D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson (G.P. Putnam's Sons). This tightly woven novel looks back on two years in a New York City neighborhood, where life changes for two 11-year-olds when a new girl joins their game of double Dutch. Bonded by Tupac's music, the three girls explore the lure of freedom and build a friendship that redefines their own identities.

2008 Medal Winner

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village by Laura Amy Schlitz, illustrated by Robert Byrd, and published by Candlewick.  Thirteenth-century England springs to life using 21 dramatic individual narratives that introduce young inhabitants of village and manor; from Hugo, the lord's nephew, to Nelly, the sniggler. Schlitz's elegant monologues and dialogues draw back the curtain on the period, revealing character and relationships, hinting at stories untold. 
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