
LIGHTS CROSS FADE to:

Will (age 7), holding a violin by the neck.

WILL
Dear Santa, all I said I wanted was the GI Joe with the half-track jeep. Instead I got this. 
Thanks. Thanks a lot.

He looks at the violin.

WILL
Another year wasted.

LIGHTS DOWN.

SCENE THREE

SUPER: Crosshills Elementary Orchestra

SOUND: A crowd of kids; various instruments 
being (badly) played and tuned. 

LIGHTS UP on chairs set up like a string 
section; about four rows back sits Amy.

Will enters, carrying a violin and an index card.

CONDUCTOR (V.O.)
Find your seats, children. Come on, now.

Amy spies Will looking around. She stands and 
waves with both arms.

AMY
Hey! Hey! Hey! Hey!

Will looks over at her; she waves. He gives her 
the “you waving at me?” gesture.

AMY
Yeah, you, over here!

Will makes his way to her.

2.STAND PARTNERS SCENE 1

START



WILL
Whatta you want?

AMY
You’re supposed to sit over here. Let me see your card.

WILL
(looking over his shoulder)

I want to sit over there with those guys.

AMY
You’re first seat eight, I’m first seat seven. We’re stand partners.

WILL
Nuh huh. I’m not standing with you.

AMY
This is great! First day, and I’ve made a friend already!

WILL
I’m gonna go over there with those guys.

AMY
That’s brass, dummy. Everyone’s gotta sit with their own instruments. 

WILLX
I knew that. 

AMY
We’re best friends, now.

WILL
What?

AMY
Stand partners are always best friends. I was in the orchestra last year, and my stand 
partner was Rhonda Colbert, and we were best friends until she moved to Pensacola. 
That’s in Florida, and it’s not a soda pop, even though it sounds like one.

WILL
What?
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AMY
Pensa COLA. My name is Amelia Abigail McKeel. You can call me Amy. All my friends 
call me Amy. Even people who aren’t my friends call me Amy. Except Eric Johnson. I 
won’t tell you what he calls me. What should I call you?

WILL
I don’t have a name.

AMY
Sure you do. William Dalton. It says so on your seating card. Some Williams go by Bill, or 
Willy, or Billy or Will. I think Will is a strong sounding name. I’m going to call you Will. 

WILL
Do you have to talk to me?

AMY
Of course, silly. We’re stand partners and best friends. We’ll be sitting close together every 
day for the rest of our lives. Real close.

WILL
See ya.

Will crosses towards the brass section.

CONDUCTOR (V.O.)
William Dalton - back to your seat please.

Will reluctantly turns around and sits.

AMY
Told you. Best friends for life.

Lights fade.

SCENE FOUR 

Amy and Will at their seats; they PLAY along 
with the Orchestra. 

Amy leans over toward Will. He leans away.

Amy scoots her chair a little closer to Will. Will 
scoots his far away from Amy.
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