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Post-Modernists  
 

• Crave community, but has a problem committing  
• Resists authority 
• Morals are relative when convenient  
• Tolerant  

 
We must engage with our students in the way we want them to engage with the world.  We 
must authentically be what we want them to be.  They will learn to engage with the world by 
how we engage them.   
 
Three Descriptions for Our Engagement 
 

1. A well-versed engagement  - Proverbs 26:5.  We must learn to listen to where our 
students are coming from.  They are living in a difficult time.  One thing that never 
changes is the Bible and our beliefs, but the “why questions” change. 

2. An engagement at the cross with a bold humility.  We must pick up our student’s  
post-modern struggles and endure it with them.  

3. An engagement that appeals to the heart and hands as well as the head.  Our default 
approach can/should not always be confrontational.  God has given us multiple ways to 
reach our students and sometimes directness is needed, but not always.  Are we 
aspiring our students to action?  Are we appealing to the hearts of our post-modern 
students?  This doesn't mean being less rigorous.  The world we are sending them into 
will not lower their standards.  We are to teach and teach them well.  We must teach 
them to think…knowledge is already at their fingertips (Internet).  We need to assist our 
students in “learning life” (C.S. Lewis). 

 
Questions discussed by panelists: 
 

1. What does post postmodernity (rejection of epistemological certainty) look like. 
o There are no absolutes 
o They will tell you are wrong 
o They believe they are good at multi-tasking, but can’t focus 
o They thing they are the best because everyone has told them they are, then they 

get depressed when they realize the aren’t 
o Want to change the world, NOW 
o They seek truth 
o Book: Unchristian (great read) 
o One of our challenges is to show truth – the ways in which we present Christian 

truths may need to change to reach the post-modern student.   



 
2. How do we inspire and engage our post-modern students? 

o A willingness to enter into their world (technology).  We have to know them and 
be willing to hear them.  Using good questions to draw them out. I will not 
inspire my students if I am not inspired.  I must inform myself so I can engage 
with them.  I must be relevant and current in understanding the post-modern 
culture. 

o We want students to leave us prepared so they can impact and change their 
world. This training starts in our classrooms.    

o Don’t assume that all your students know Christ and have an understanding of 
Christianity.  

3. What are some of the best practices for teaching post-modern students 
o Give various views (don't show your ‘hand’ initially) and then ask what they think 

(this would work great in the DB area). 
o Engage in meaningful conversation.  We need to foster this.  
o Create ‘unguarded space’ in the classroom and beyond.  Students need to feel 

safe to discuss issues even issues that might go against our Christian values 
where they can be transparent and honest.   

o Our teaching methods should be tools…research indicates that students don’t 
favor a specific method, but instead who I am and my integrity as a professor.   

o Get to know our students so we can learn their worldview and then show them 
Christ.   

 
 

 
 


