
 

 FAQs: Advising for School Counseling (Advanced Licensure)  

Question  Answer  

Where can I get current program 

documents including information 

about internships, etc.?  

Information and program documents can be found in the online Advising Guide. PLEASE read the School Counseling 

Program Manual immediately!  

How do I find out who my advisor 

is?  

A group of LUO advisors work together to give school counseling candidates consistent answers about their programs. 
You are assigned one of these specific advisors as your Individual Advisor. Your Individual Advisor’s information is 
presented on your account homepage, which you can access by visiting www.liberty.edu and clicking MyLU Sign-in.  You 
will also be assigned a faculty mentor, and contact information for your mentor will be provided once you successfully 
complete Gate 2 and are formally accepted as a candidate in the M.Ed. in School Counseling program. You can contact 
your LUO advisor by phone or email:  

• 855-466-9218 (toll free) or 434-582-2000--- You will be prompted to enter your LU ID number in order to be 
directed to your Individual Advisor if she or she is available. If your Individual Advisor is not available, you will be 
directed to an available member of the advising team.  

• coun@liberty.edu --- This email address is answered by a member of the advising team for the School of 

Behavioral Sciences. You may also email your Individual Advisor directly.  

What are the teaching experience 

requirements for School Counseling 

Licensure?  

Two years of teaching or school counseling experience is required for VIRGINIA LICENSURE in school counseling.   

Teaching/counseling experience can be acquired before, during, or after the master’s program, but it is not required for 

admission to or completion of Liberty’s M.Ed. in School Counseling degree.  If the teaching/counseling experience is not 

completed by the end of the program, the degree will be conferred but licensure will be delayed until two years of 

teaching/counseling experience is completed.  Experience under a provisional license can be used to meet this 

requirement.   

Is an on-campus residence required 

for School Counseling?  

Twenty-five percent of the program is completed in residential intensives (4 courses).  Intensives courses are: EDCE 505, 

EDCE 512, EDCE 661, and EDUC 622.  Intensives are offered as one-week courses in winter and summer, and as weekend 

courses in the fall and spring. Sometimes one-week intensives are offered in the spring.   

http://www.liberty.edu/advisingguide
http://www.liberty.edu/advisingguide
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/graduate/index.cfm?PID=2126
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/graduate/index.cfm?PID=2126
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/graduate/index.cfm?PID=2126
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/graduate/index.cfm?PID=2126
http://www.liberty.edu/
http://www.liberty.edu/
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Can the internship be waived?  

Must I quit my teaching job to do 

the internship?  

The internship cannot be waived and previous work experience cannot count toward internship. There are two options 
to complete the degree at Liberty:  

1. Register for EDCE 699 and fulfill internship requirements for licensure.    

a. If you are teaching full-time, the support of your administrator will be required for release time to 

complete the internship.  Some administrators will arrange for you to have 2-3 hours off each day in 

order to complete internship. However, internship requirements cannot be met with planning periods 

only.  Summer internships are permitted in year-round schools if the opportunity is present to be 

observed on all competencies listed on the Advanced Competency Assessment (ACA) during one  

 

 semester. The intern must complete an average of 20 internship hours per week over the internship 
semester in order to complete the required number of internship hours.  

b. If you are already employed as a school counselor in a public school or an accredited private school, 
your job may serve as your internship for one of the two semesters. For example, if you are working in 
an elementary school setting, you may be able to complete your elementary internship semester in 
your job, but you will still need to serve an internship in a secondary school setting during one of the 
two semesters.  You must also be enrolled in EDCE 699 and complete all of the assignments each 
semester for a two-semester internship in both the elementary and secondary settings.  

c. If your employment is not in an accredited school, you should make arrangements to complete the 
internship in an accredited school, perhaps through release time or a leave of absence.  

2. If you cannot arrange release time for the internship, you will need to switch to a non-licensure degree program, 
such as the MEd: Teaching & Learning – Student Services cognate (talk to academic advising).  You are not able 
to complete the M.Ed. in School Counseling program without completing the internship requirements. Once 
enrollment in the program is broken, you must return under the currently active degree completion plan 
(DCP); you may not return to the degree completion plan you were under prior to broken enrollment.   

Note:  All M.Ed. in School Counseling degree requirements must be completed, including four intensives on campus.    

How long must the School 

Counseling internship be?  

Minimum documented internship hours required for the M.Ed. in School Counseling:  

   300 clock hours of clinical experiences in the elementary school setting in one semester  

   300 clock hours of clinical experiences in the secondary school setting in one semester  

   600 total internship hours (must be served over two semesters; one setting per semester)  

http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/index.cfm?PID=28237
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/index.cfm?PID=28237
http://www.liberty.edu/academics/education/index.cfm?PID=28237
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How long must the School 

Counseling practicum be?  

Minimum documented practicum hours required for the M.Ed. in School Counseling:  

150 clock hours of clinical experiences in a non-K-12 school counseling setting in one semester (e.g., agency, college, 

community service board, private practice).    

Who will supervise my internship?  Your internship supervisors must be licensed as school counselors with at least three years of experience, a graduate 

degree, and formal counselor supervision training.  You will work with two supervisors during each your internship: a 

site supervisor and a faculty supervisor.      

Who will supervise my practicum?  Your practicum supervisor must be licensed as a counselor (LPC, LMFT, LCSW, etc.) with at least three years of 

experience, a graduate degree, and formal counselor supervision training.  You will work with two supervisors during 

your practicum: site supervisor and faculty supervisor.      

Can I take EDCE 505 or EDCE 501 

with practicum (EDCE 698)? 

No. Both of these courses must be taken and successfully completed prior to enrollment in practicum (EDCE 698). These 

courses cannot be taken in the same semester as practicum.  

I already have a master’s degree 

and don’t want another one. Can I 

just take the courses I lack for  

Please contact Academic Advising.  

 

licensure as a school counselor?   

May I get licensure in School 

Counseling while also earning my 

Ed.D./Ed.S.?  

Please contact Academic Advising.  

After completing this program, are 

there any other requirements 

necessary before I can work in a 

school system?  

Upon completion of the degree requirements, including internship, you will submit licensure paperwork and fees to: 

Liberty University, School of Education, Licensure Office, 1971 University Blvd., Lynchburg, VA 24515 E-mail: 

gate4@liberty.edu   

My state requires a “certificate.”   

How does this compare to the VA 

“license” in School Counseling?  

Liberty’s School Counseling program is a state-approved program that leads to Virginia licensure as a school counselor, 

which is reciprocated in other states.  Virginia uses the term “license,” but other states may use the term “certificate.”    
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Will my license be valid in other 

states?  

You have two choices to apply for licensure:   

1. You may submit the licensure application for your state (usually available on your state’s Department of 
Education website).  Our Licensure Office will prepare verification that you have completed a state-approved 
program.   In most states, there are no other requirements for licensure.  In some states, you will need to take a 
state-specific test.  There may also be a state-specific course to be completed during your first year of 
employment.  

2. You may submit the application for Virginia licensure and then inquire about using reciprocity to transfer the 

license to your state.  This is the recommended route if you are not sure where you will be practicing as a school 

counselor.  

Can I take classes during 

internship?  

All EDCE courses and EDUC 600 must be completed prior to enrollment in internship.  You are permitted to take EDUC 

518, 521, 604, and/or 622 during internship. To qualify for federal financial aid, you must be enrolled in at least six credit 

hours per semester. Your internship course (EDCE 699) is a three-credit course.  

Can I use other courses to satisfy 

courses listed on my DCP?  

You must take courses exactly as listed on your Degree Completion Plan (DCP). You may not go around holds/blocks 

during enrollment in courses. Holds are in place for a reason. Contact your faculty mentor or academic advisor if you 

encounter enrollment issues.  

When do I need to complete Gate 

2?  

Gate 2 needs to be completed immediately following your first sub-term of enrollment in courses in the M.Ed. in School 

Counseling program. Gate 2 completion determines formal candidacy into the M.Ed. in School Counseling program and 

results in the assignment of your faculty mentor.   

How does CACREP accreditation 

apply to me as a former graduate or 

current student of the M.Ed. in  

First, you must be on the 2013-2014 or later M.Ed. in School Counseling DCP for CACREP accreditation to apply to you 

and your program of study. Second, students on the 2013-2014 DCP or later with degrees conferred on or after January 

9, 2014 are graduates of the CACREP-accredited M.Ed. in School Counseling program at Liberty University.  

School Counseling program?    

Am I required to take the Praxis II 

exam for school counseling?  

Virginia does not require an exam for licensure, but Liberty requires the Praxis: Professional School Counselor exam 

(0421 or 5421) for completion of the M.Ed. in School Counseling program.  In some states, you will need to take a 

statespecific test for licensure/certification. The school counseling program will honor your state-specific school 

counseling exam in place of the Praxis II (e.g., GACE, PACE). Many students have found The School Counselor’s Study 

Guide for Credentialing Exams, written by the program chair, helpful for not only studying for school counseling exams, 

but also for use as a handbook in school counseling courses.   

https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415888752
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415888752
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415888752
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415888752
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415888752
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Can I take the National Counselor 

Exam (NCE) during the M.Ed. in 

School Counseling Program?  

Students on the 2013-2014 DCP and later are permitted to take the National Counselor Exam (NCE) or the National  

Clinical Mental Health Counseling (NCMHCE) during their final semester of the M.Ed. in School Counseling Program in 
April or October each year. Because you are graduating from a program that is aligned with the CACREP standards, you 
are permitted to take one of these exams while still a student. For graduate students, the exam is offered at a discount. 
You must sign up for the exam while still a student in the M.Ed. in School Counseling program to receive the discount. A 
list of the current national site locations is available here. Information pertaining to the NCE is available at: 
http://www.nbcc.org/Exam/NationalCounselorExaminationForLicensureAndCertification/.  
  

Students will receive the opportunity to sign up to take the NCE during each of their internship semesters. The NCE is 

only offered in October and April on the 3rd Saturday of each of these months. You must successfully complete the 

program and pass the NCE to obtain certification as National Certified Counselor (NCC). If you are considering taking the 

NCMHCE, please reconsider and take the NCE instead, since our current 48-hour program does not offer the depth of 

training in the DSM and abnormal psychology that is needed to pass the NCMHCE.  

 

Email NCEregistration@liberty.edu to have your name added to a list to take this exam. 

  

  

September 2016  

http://www.nbcc.org/InnerPageLinks/ExaminationDatesAndLocations
http://www.nbcc.org/InnerPageLinks/ExaminationDatesAndLocations
http://www.nbcc.org/Exam/NationalCounselorExaminationForLicensureAndCertification/
http://www.nbcc.org/Exam/NationalCounselorExaminationForLicensureAndCertification/
mailto:NCEregistration@liberty.edu

